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Mr. E. E. Peary, U. S. N., in a recent address before the Ameri- 
can Geographical Society, referred to the influence that contact with 
civilization had had upon the small tribe whom he has several times 
visited in northern Greenland. This little community of aboriginal 
hyperboreans, the most northerly individuals of the human race, 
numbers 257, completely isolated from all the rest of mankind. 
" Five years ago many a man possessed no knife and many a woman 
no needle. Few of the men possessed canoes. Today, men and 
women are amply supplied with knives and needles ; every adult man 
and half-grown boy has his canoe ; most of the men have guns. The 
effect of these improvements has shown itself at once in the improved 
condition of the tribe. The death rate has decreased and the birth 
rate has perceptibly increased within the past five years." 

The paper by M. Emile Levasseur on Historic de la Demographies 
which was presented at the Eighth International Congress of Hygiene 
and Demography, at Budapest, in 1894, has been reprinted. Pp. 10. 
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Report of the Commissioner of Navigation to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 1895. Washington. Pp. 360. 

The principal point of statistical interest in this volume is the 
noting of the changes in tonnage brought about by the new measure- 
ment law of March 2, 1895. It is remarked : " Statistical science has 
been the gainer, for so long as net tonnage meant one thing in one 
country and something else in another country, statistical comparison 
of navigation in terms of net tons had variable meanings." By the 
new measurement, in some instances, vessels which were slightly over 
five tons net by the old law have become less than five tons net under 
the new law. 

The number of sailors of American nativity is still decreasing. 
The shipment of Americans has fallen from 22,143 in 1893-94 to 
21,881 for the last year. The shipment of Scandinavians increased 
over 2000. Scandinavians shipping at the four ports of Maine ex- 
ceeded the Americans. 
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Number 7, Series 1895-96, of the Monthly Summary of Finance 
and Commerce of the United States (January), published by the 
Bureau of Statistics, Treasury Department, Washington, contains 
four diagrams on the (1) cotton crop of the United States, by states, 
for 1870 and 1895 ; (2) exports of domestic cotton ; (3) imports of 
coffee ; and (4) monthly production of gold in South Africa for 1888- 
95. The special statistics of this number relate to the imports of 
coffee by countries, 1886-95 ; the imports and exports of gold and 
silver by countries, 1864-95 ; the Philadelphia quotations of wool by 
months from 1890-96 ; the prices of wool in the London market, 
1886-95 ; and the production of gold in South Africa by months 
from 1888 to 1895. 

Number 8 of this Series contains detailed statistics of the receipts 
and expenditures of the Government from 1879 to 1893 , also annual 
appropriations made by Congress from 1873 to 1896. There are two 
diagrams on the net expenditures and net ordinary receipts from 1866 
to 1895. 

The March number has three diagrams on the imports of raw 
cotton and its manufactures from 1870 to 1895, trade with American 
countries in 1890 to 1894, and exports of wheat and wheat flour from 
1886 to 1895. 

In the Financial Chronicle, April 11, 1896, page 667, is a compila- 
tion of statistics of the savings banks of New England and New York 
from 1870 to 1895, inclusive. The statistics for 1895 are as follows : 



Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Khode Island 

Connecticut 

New England States 

New York 

Total, New York and New England 



Banks. 



52 
67 
39 

187 
35 

90 
470 
126 
596 



Depositors. 



160,216 

163,702 

97,486 

1,302,479 

135,252 

346,758 

2,205,893 

1,695,787 

3,901,680 



Total Deposits. 



56,376,144 

66,746,703 

30,403,264 

439,269,861 

68,732,903 

143,159,123 

804,687,998 

691,764,503 

1,496,452,501 



New Hampshire is the only state which shows a falling off in the 
total deposits between 1894 and 1895. This is a continuation of the 
decrease from 1893. Rhode Island has not yet recovered to the 
maximum point of 1892. The statistics for Vermont include trust 
companies as well. 
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The Sixteenth Annual Report of the Directors of the American Bell 
Telephone Company for the Tear Ending December 31, 1895 (Boston), 
contains an interesting summary of the output of telephones from 
1884 to the close of the year 1895. The following statistics illustrate 
the growth : — 



Instruments in the Hands of 

Licensees Under Rental 

December 20th. 


Total Miles of Wire 
January 1st. 


Total Employees 
January 1st. 


1884 


326,574 


1884 


85,896 


1884 


4,762 


1885 


330,040 


1885 


101,592 


1885 


5,168 


1886 


353,518 


1886 


114,046 


1886 


5,538 


1887 


380,277 


1887 


128,231 


1887 


5,843 


1888 


411,511 


1888 


146,438 


1888 


6,183 


1889 


444,861 


1889 


170,471 


1889 


6,310 


1890 


483,790 


1890 


193,213 


1890 


6,758 


1891 


512,407 


1891 


240,412 


1891 


7,845 


1892 


552,720 


1892 


266,456 


1892 


8,376 


1893 


566,491 


1893 


307,791 


1893 


9,970 


1894 


582,506 


1894 


353,480 


1894 


10,421 


1895 


674,976 


1895 


396,674 


1895 


11,094 






1896 


459,728 


1896 


11,930 



The estimated number of exchange connections daily in the United 
States, made up from actual count in most of the exchanges, is 
2,351,420, or a total, per year, of about 757,000,000. The number 
of daily calls per station varies in different exchanges from 1 to 16^, 
the average throughout the United States being 8-J, which shows a 
slight decrease from last year in the average use made of the tele- 
phone by each subscriber, due to the introduction of the Measured 
Service system. The average cost to the subscriber varies, according 
to the size of the exchange and character of the service, from less 
1 to 10^ cents per connection. 



In the Engineering and Mining Journal of April 11, 1896, is an 
abstract of statistics of mineral and metal production of the United 
States for 1895, which has been collected for Volume IV, — The 
Mineral Industry, its Statistics, Technology, and Trade. The total net 
value of this product was $628,689,505, an increase of $84,226,503, 
or 15.5 per cent over 1894. Of this increase $9,000,000 is repre- 
sented by anthracite coal, $22,000,000 by bituminous coal, $9,000,000 
by iron ore, $37,000,000 by pig iron, and $7,000,000 by gold. 
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The New York Association for Improving the Condition of the 
Poor has issued, as Pamphlet No. 1, An Inquiry into the Causes of 
Agricultural Depression in New York State. Pp. 24. 

The principal subjects discussed are Land depreciation ; Causes of 
agricultural depression and tendency to leave the farm ; Discontent 
with rural life; Agricultural experiment stations; and Check to city 
migration. 

Seventy-four per cent of the replies received by Mr. Powell, who 
conducted the inquiry, said that there is a tendency among farmers to 
leave their farms and live in towns and cities. Among the causes of 
this tendency 10 per cent assigned it to unprofitable farming, 18 per 
cent to the greater school facilities in towns, 10 per cent to the diffi- 
culty of obtaining good help, 5 per cent to higher wages, and 5 per 
cent to easier living. 

Statistics of the Dairy, Compiled from the United States Census for 
1890, and from Other Reliable Sources, with Explanatory Notes. By 
Henry E. Alvord, Chief of the Dairy Division, United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Bureau of Animal Industry. Bulletin No. 11. 
Washington, 1896. Pp. 53. 

This is the first report devoted to this special subject that has yet 
appeared in the United States. It includes a discussion of the agri- 
cultural statistics of the Eleventh Census by John Hyde, Special 
Agent of the last census. 

Proceedings of the Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the National 
Board of Trade held in Washington January, 1896. Philadelphia. 
Pp. 277. 

Of special interest to statisticians is the discussion, pages 213-219, 
on the agricultural statistics published by the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

The thirteenth edition of the Directory of the Iron and Steel Works 
of the United States, issued March 4th of this year, notes all changes 
to January 1, 1896. Perhaps the most interesting part is that deal- 
ing with the growth of the tin plate industry. At the present time 
there are 69 completed works, as compared with 20 in 1892. 

Report of the Minister of Finance to H. M., Emperor, on the Budget 
of the Empire for 1896. St. Petersburg, 1895. Pp. 48. 

This report contains some most excellent observations on the ques- 
tion of speculation as an economic force. The report that the treas- 
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urer has been using the sums deposited in the savings banks is ex- 
pressly denied. 

Twenty-Eighth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Inland 
Revenue, for the Tear Ended 31st March, 1895. London, 1895. 
Pp. 62, lx. 

The new feature in this report is the more detailed discussion of 
the death duties, caused by the act of 1894. The financial effects of 
this great change in death duties are indicated in the tables, the sta- 
tistics being much fuller than any which have previously beeu pub- 
lished. 

The Annual Report of the United States Secretary of the Treasury 
for 1895 contains an interesting chart showing the rate of foreign 
exchange between New York and London in the first week of each 
month from 1878 to 1895. In combination with this curve is shown 
the monthly imports and exports of gold. 



